
Environmentally Sensitive - Near Human Occupied Places
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1760 (f)(1): A production facility within 300 feet from any 
public recreational area, or a building intended for human 
occupancy that is not necessary to the operation of the 
pipeline, such as a residences, schools, hospitals, or 
businesses.
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Environmentally Sensitive – Near Wildlife Preserve, Sensitive 
Habitat
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1760 (f)(2): A production facility within 200 
feet from any officially recognized wildlife 
preserve or environmentally sensitive 
habitat that is designated on a United 
States Geological Survey topographic map, 
designated waterways*, or other surface 
waters such as lakes, reservoirs, rivers, 
canals, creeks, or other bodies that contain 
water throughout the year.

*See 1760(e) for “Designated Waterways” definition.
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Environmentally Sensitive – Within Coastal Zone [1760 (f)(3)]
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PRC 30103.
(a) “Coastal zone” means that land and water area of 
the State of California from the Oregon border to the 
border of the Republic of Mexico, specified on the 
maps identified and set forth in Section 17 of 
Chapter 1330 of the Statutes of 1976, extending 
seaward to the state’s outer limit of jurisdiction, 
including all offshore islands, and extending inland 
generally 1,000 yards from the mean high tide line of 
the sea. In significant coastal estuarine, habitat, and 
recreational areas it extends inland to the first major 
ridgeline paralleling the sea or five miles from the 
mean high tide line of the sea, whichever is less, and 
in developed urban areas the zone generally extends 
inland less than 1,000 yards. 
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What is a “Sensitive Area”?
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AB 1420 regulations define a “Sensitive area” to 
mean any of the following: 
(1) An area containing a building intended for 
human occupancy, such as a residence, school, 
hospital, or business that is located within 300 feet 
of an active gas pipeline and that is not necessary to 
the operation of the pipeline. 
(2) An area determined by the Supervisor to 
present significant potential threat to life, health, 
property, or natural resources in the event of a leak 
from an active gas pipeline. 
(3) An area determined by the Supervisor to have 
an active gas pipeline that has a history of chronic 
leaks. 
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What is a “Urban Area”?
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1760 (t) “Urban area” means: 
a cohesive area of at least twenty-five business 
establishments, residences, or combination 
thereof, the perimeter of which is 300 feet 
beyond the outer limits of the outermost 
structures. 

1760 (u) “Urban pipeline” means:
That portion of any pipeline within an urban 
area as defined in 1760 (t).


